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CHAPTER III.
ARRIVAL A T BENARES.
ON Sabbath, March 31, 1839, we came to anchor
at the northern end of Benares, at a place called
Raj Ghat, the ferry connecting the city on the left bank
of the river with the Trunk road on the right, leading
to Behar and Bengal Near this place the most of the
native craft .employed in the city traffic is moored
Many of the vessels are of considerable size.
For hours Benares had been in sight, but owing to the
strength of the stream our progress had been slow. It
was early afternoon by the time of our arrival. In so
public a place as Raj Ghat there are always a number
of people, but the early afternoon is a. time when
few bathe, and there is a lull in the stir of the com-
munity. As the afternoon comes on, and the evening
Advances, there is fresh activity. We therefore, on land-
ing, saw little of the scene with which we were afterwards
to become familiar.
Word of the approach of our steamer and flat had
reached Secrole, the European suburb of Benares, three
miles inland, and no sooner had we come to anchor than
the agent of the Steam Company and the friends of
expected passengers came on board. Among these was
the Rev. William .Smith of the Baptist Mission, whose